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Extract  from  the  Case  *  Books 
of  the  Veterinary  Surgeons  in 
Charge  of  the  Hospitals  of 
the  Purple  Cross  Service. 

CASE  360. 

A  bay  mare,  four  and  a  half  years  old,  with  a  wound  on  the  inside  of  the  elbow 
one  foot  long  by  six  inches  deep.  This  animal  was  spiked  on  a  sharp  iron  railing, 
and  in  freeing  herself  nearly  tore  her  fore  limb  from  her  body.  I  found  it  necessary 
to  "cast:'  the  animal,  give  chloroform,  thoroughly  clean  and  remove  foreign 
bodies  from  the  wound,  disinfect,  insert  drainage  tube  and  suture  with  a  dozen 
intermittent  sutures.  With  daily  attention  to  the  wound  I  expect  the  animal  will 
be  cured  in  a  few  weeks. 

CASE  40. 

Brown  mare  admitted  to  hospital  suffering  from  a  deep  fissure  in  the  hoof, 
extending  to  the  sensitive  structures,  At  each  step  excruciating  pain  and  some 
haemorrhage  was  caused  to  the  sensitive  foot.  I  administered  chloroform,  and 
under  its  influence  removed  a  portion  of  the  horn  to  relieve  the  pressure,  applied 
medicated  soothing  poultices,  and  now,  after  a  few  days,  the  pain  has  entirely 
ceased  and  the  horse  walks  sound.  Of  course  it  will  take  some  time  for  new  horn 
to  grow  to  replace  the  portion  removed. 

CASE  249. 

A  chestnut  mare  admitted  to  infirmary  suffering  from  injury  to  shoulder  caused 
by  shrapnel.  I  found  it  necessary  to  place  her  in  a  recumbent  position  and 
administer  chloroform.  I  discovered  on  examination  that  a  metallic  object  was 
deeply  embedded  in  the  spinal  vertebrae,  which  I  removed,  together  with  a  portion 
of  detached  bone.  The  mare  is  now  improving  satisfactorily,  considering  the 
serious  nature  of  her  injuries. 

CASE  67. 

Bay  mare  admitted  to  hospital  with  a  serious  wound  in  the  off  thigh.  On  passing 
a  probe  I  found  the  sinus  extended  for  sixteen  inches  in  an  upward  direction.  At 
the  upper  extremity  of  the  sinus  a  metallic  object  was  felt.  The  mare  was  placed 
under  the  influence  of  chloroform,  and  a  bullet  removed.  A  portion  of  the  femur 
was  injured  by  the  impact,  and  this  was  removed  by  a  curette.  The  wound  is 
progressing  favourably. 

CASE  73. 

Black  gelding,  in  poor  condition,  with  punctured  wound  of  the  forearm  and 
knees,  injured  by  falling.  This  animal  was  very  weak  when  admitted,  and  had  to 
be  placed  in  slings,  but  is  now  convalescent,  and  will  be  ready  to  leave  hospital  in 
a  few  weeks. 

CASE  56 

Horse  with  wound  of  the  withers,  caused  by  pressure  of  saddle.  It  was 
necessary  to  make  a  deep  incision  and  remove  some  necrotic  tissue.  This  case 
may  prove  to  be  a  long  one,  but  at  present  1  believe  that  all  the  dead  tissue  has 
been  removed  and  that  it  is  progressing  favourably. 
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CASE  13. 

Bay  gelding  with  a  large  suppurating  wound  on  the  side  of  the  neck  and 
withers,  which  was  extremely  offensive.  On  operating,  it  was  found  that  the 
spinous  processes  of  the  vertebrae  in  this  region  had  been  fractured.  The  wound 
was  opened  up  and  the  bits  of  bone  removed,  then  it  was  thoroughly  cleansed 
and  dressed. 

CASE  fO. 

Black  gelding  with  a  large  abscess  over  the  top  of  the  head  and  side  of  the 
neck.  This  abscess  was  opened,  when  a  large  cavity  was  found  filled  with  a  thick 
cream-like  fluid  with  a  very  offensive  smell.  This  purulent  fluid  was  found  to 
have  burrowed  in  between  the  muscles  and  under  the  skin  at  the  side  of  the  neck 
for  a  distance  of  twelve  inches.  It  was  found  necessary  to  make  a  counter- 
opening  lower  down  on  the  side  of  the  neck  in  order  to  remove  the  whole  of  the 
abscess  contents  and  produce  effective  drainage  of  the  wound.  Both  the  above 
cases  are  now  progressing  favourably. 

CASE  1273. 

Brown  gelding  in  poor  condition  suffering  from  a  very  bad  wound  in  the  flexure 
of  the  hock  caused  by  the  animal  being  entangled  in  barbed  wire.  This  case  is 
progressing  favourably  and  he  will  soon  be  discharged. 

ARMY  No.  195. 

Chestnut  gelding.  This  is  one  of  the  thirteen  horses  which  entered  hospital 
on  Monday,  May  3rd,  1915.  The  animal  was  conveyed  to  the  hospital  in  our 
ambulance.  It  was  a  very  bad  case  of  pneumonia ;  there  was  considerable 
discharge  of  an  offensive  character  from  both  nostrils  ;  there  were  numerous  slight 
bruises  on  the  face  and  lips,  and  the  animal  was  lame  in  both  hind  legs.  I  placed 
the  animal  in  a  well-ventilated  loose-box  and  gave  it  some  oatmeal  gruel  and 
medicine  ;  and  gave  it  inhalations  of  medicated  steam.  The  wounds  were  carefully 
washed  and  dressed,  and  the  animal  well  bedded.  Everything  possible  was  done 
to  relieve  the  animal  of  pain  and  suffering.  It  died  from  pneumonia  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  following  day. 

ARMY  No  190. 

Bay  gelding.  This  is  another  of  the  horses  which  entered  hospital  on  the 
3rd  May,  1915.  It  was  conveyed  to  the  hospital  in  our  ambulance.  The  animal 
was  suffering  from  pneumonia,  and  in  addition  to  this  there  was  a  deep  lacerated 
wound  on  the  right  hind  limb,  about  six  inches  below  and  behind  the  point  of  the 
hock,  in  which  the  skin  and  tendon  sheaths  were  torn  and  the  tendons  actually 
protruding  through  the  wound.  This  hind  limb  was,  dressed,  sutured  and 
bandaged  and  the  animal  put  in  slings.  There  seemed  to  be  some  improvement  on 
the  following  day,  and  there  was  much  less  pain  in  the  injured  limb  ;  but  on  the 
Wednesday  morning  the  animal  was  in  great  pain.  It  was  breathing  very  quickly, 
pulse  and  temperature  were  very  high,  and  the  animal  was  evidently  in  an 
advanced  stage  of  the  disease.  We  did  all  that  was  possible  to  provide  it  with 
comfort  and  relieve  it  of  pain  and  suffering  until  it  died  in  the  afternoon. 

CASE  96. 

Chestnut  gelding  admitted  to  hospital  with  very  deep  wounds  of  the  near  hind 
heel,  caused  by  a  chafing  of  the  rope  on  the  lines.  Inflammation  extended  up 
the  leg.  With  careful  treatment,  dietary  and  exercise  he  is  showing  marked 
improvement.    The  inflammation  has  subsided  and  the  wound  is  healing. 
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Purple  Cross. 
Croix  Violette 


VESOUL  HOSPITAL. 
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French  Military  Authorities 


on  the  work  of  the 
Purple  Cross  Service. 

From  a  letter  from  GENERAL  BARRIER, 
Veterinary  Inspector  of  the  French  Army. 

"The  reports  which  have  reached  me  from  th«  Principal  Veterinary  Director, 
of  the  Service  at  Bordeaux  authorise  me  to  write  that  the  Purple  Cross  Hospital  is 
very  well  established,  that  it  is  composed  of  a  sufficient  number  of  stables,  divided 
for  the  most  part  into  loose  boxes,  and  that  the  management  of  it  gives  complete 
satisfaction  to  the  Military  Authorities. 

"I  am  informed  by  the  Veterinary  Major  Groslambert  that  the  Hospital  at 
Vesoul  is  established  under  excellent  conditions,  and  that  it  fulfils  all  the 
hygienic  conditions  desirable  for  the  treatment  of  horses  of  the  French  Army 
wounded  in  war. 

"  I  am  delighted  again  to  express  to  you  my  gratitude  for  the  ready  and 
generous  co-operation  of  the  Purple  Cross  Service  which  it  proposes  to  continue 
for  the  treatment  of  our  sick  or  wounded  Army  Horses." 

Feb.  20th,  1915. 


From  a  letter  from  LE  CHEF  D'ESCADRON  DE  NEGRONI, 
Commandant  of  the  Military  Depot  for 
wounded  horses  at  Vesoul. 

"  I  have  to-day  visited  the  premises  in  which  you  have  established  a 
Hospital  for  wounded  horses. 

"I  have  much  pleasure  in  stating  that  this  establishment  fulfils  all  the 
hygienic  conditions  necessary  for  the  well-being  of  sick  animals.  All  the  details 
have  been  thought  out  with  the  greatest  care  and  the  organisation  leaves 
nothing  to  be  desired." 

Feb.  18th,  1915. 


DONATIONS  URGENTLY  NEEDED. 

Cheques  should  be  made  payable  to  the  Purple  Cross  Service 
and*' crossed   "London   City   and   Midland   Bank,  Ltd." 
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PURPLE  CROSS  SERVICE. 


OBJECTS. 

1.  — To  mitigate  the  sufferings  of  horses  in  War  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  Veterinary  Base  and  Field  Hospitals. 

2.  — To  maintain  a  Corps  of  qualified  Veterinary  Surgeons  for 
First  Aid,  Transport,  and  Hospital  Service. 

3.  — To  provide  Horse  Ambulances  for  the  Transport  of  Sick 
and  Wounded  Horses. 

4.  — To  supply  Surgical  Instruments  and  Veterinary  Appliances 
for  the  use  of  the  Military  Authorities  and  others  who  undertake 
the  care  of  Wounded  and  Disabled  Horses. 

5.  — To  secure  permission  from  the  authorities  for  a  Corps  of 
duly  qualified  men  of  the  Purple  Cross  Service  to  kill  badly  wounded 
horses  left  on  the  battlefields. 

6.  — To  maintain  a  number  of  Inspectors  for  the  purpose  of 
searching  for  disabled  and  abandoned  horses,  and  assisting  farmers 
and  others  who  have  taken  charge  of  such  animals. 

7.  — To  obtain  an  extension  of  the  terms  of  the  Geneva  Con- 
vention so  as  to  secure  for  the  Purple  Cross  Service  international 
protection  similar  to  that  now  accorded  to  the  Red  Cross  Society. 
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